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It's Time for Prayer

Thursday, May 1, 2014 marks
the National Day of Prayer .
This will be the 63™ celebration
of the call for united prayer
across our country. Every year
people gather at local churches
and on courthouse steps to
seek the face of God.

As | thought about this event, |
was reminded of a prayer
meeting that was initiated by a
young man named Jeremiah
Lanphier in September of 1857.
Bro. Lanphier had been hired
by the North Dutch Reformed
Church to begin a series of
outreach events to reach the
ever increasing population who
had little to no regard for God.
The wealthy residents of that
time had moved out of the
downtown area of New York
City. Manhattan was covered
up with working class laborers.

(Continued on page 2)

Disaster Relief Training

Saturday, April 26
Camp Copass, Denton
8200 E. McKinney St.

9:00 AM-Noon - Yellow Camp Training

1:00 PM - Specialty Trainings:
- Blue Tarp Roofing Repair
- Disaster Relief Mass Feeding

The Texas Baptist Men’s Disaster Relief program is an
exciting and challenging ministry. When a disaster occurs, it is these front-line
volunteers who begin to serve and minister to those who are hurting and in need. As
of this writing, 2014 has been a quiet year. This gives more time for training and
mission opportunities. This year our disaster teams have been involved in (3) projects:

1. January - helped an elderly lady in
Lewisville with downed trees and limbs
on her property. Fourteen DBA trained
chainsaw workers helped to remove
trees and limbs.

2. Spring Break - several DBA relief
workers joined with Tarrant
Association’s feeding unit to cook
pancakes for 800 BSM students on
South Padre Island. At the end of the
week 104 students made professions of
faith and 21 students were baptized in
the ocean.

3. Oklahoma - During the weeks around
Spring Break, disaster relief workers
from FBC, Flower Mound traveled to
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Connection

(Continued from page 1)

Mr. Lanphier took to his job with a fiery
zeal. He went door-to-door witnessing
to individuals. He distributed Bibles
and tracts and advertised the services
that were being held. The result of all
his hard work was a steady decline in
the attendance at the church.

Out of desperation, Jeremiah decided
he was going to hold a weekly prayer
meeting during the noon hour when
the businesses were closed. He
thought, “If only they will come for 5,
10 or 20 minutes of prayer, maybe
something will happen.” For three
months he promoted the prayer
meeting with flyers and word of mouth.
On September 23, 1857 the doors to
Old Dutch North Church at Fulton and
Williams Streets in Manhattan were
opened for the prayer meeting. It
wasn't until 12:30 that day when the
first person made their way up the
stairs to the church. By the conclusion
of the first meeting 6 people had
responded. The group decided they
would come the following week and
bring people with them. Twenty men
came to the next meeting. The next
week 40 men showed up, and it was
decided they would move the prayer
meeting from one day a week to
everyday of the week.

On October 14, 1857 the stock market
crashed. It was called The Great
Panic of 1857. Banks were closed.
People lost their jobs and their
livelihood. Those who lived close to
Wall Street and Lanphier’s church
were desperate. Their only hope was
God. While Jeremiah’s prayer meeting
was gaining traction, it drew the
attention of a local newspaper editor
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named Horace Greely. He dispatched
a reporter from the New York Tribune
with the job of reporting on gatherings.
After the reporter made it back to the
tribune he reported to Greely that he
could only get to 12 meetings in the
allotted time and that he had counted
over 6,000 men. The New York
Times, in an editorial dated March 20,
1858, stated the following about the
revival: “The great wave of religious
excitement which is now sweeping
over this nation, is one of the most
remarkable movements since the
reformation.... In this City, we have
beheld a sight which not the most
enthusiastic fanatic for church-
observances could ever have hoped to

we have seen in a business
-quarter of the City, in the busiest
hours, assemblies of merchants, clerks
and working-men, to the number of
5,000, gathered day after day for a
simple and solemn worship.”

It was not long until other people
across the US heard about the prayer
meetings in Manhattan. In Chicago
2,000 people showed up for prayer at
the Metropolitan Theater. In a church
in the Midwest 25 women got together
once a week to pray for their
unconverted husbands.

This historical event reminds us that
sincere prayer is necessary for people
and countries to be changed. Could
our nation benefit from a concerted
effort of prayer? Could our county
benefit from a concerted effort of
prayer? Could our association benefit
from a concerted focus on prayer?

In the meantime let me offer some
suggestions on improving our prayer
life:
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1. Participate in the National Day of
Prayer on May 1, 2014.

2. Set aside a room in your building
that is dedicated to providing a
place for people to pray.

3. Teach a class on prayer.

4. Host a prayer fast where people
will come and pray during their
lunch hour. For those who can’t
make it to the building, challenge
them to stop and pray during that
time wherever they are.

5. Host a prayer retreat either at your
church or at Camp Copass.

6. Schedule a Daniel prayer time
where people are challenged to
pray morning, noon and night.

7. Invite your congregation to walk
their neighborhood and pray
over it.

8. Host a prayer meeting in your
home.

9. Gather leaders from other
churches to come together for the
express purpose of prayer.

These are just a few suggestions to
stimulate your thinking. May our hearts
be stirred in prayer for God to show
himself like he did in 1857 to a young
man named Jeremiah Lanipher.

For further study:
http://www.cslewisinstitute.org/webfm_send/577

Suggested books for further study:

America's Great Revivals:
The Story of Spiritual Revival in
the United States, 1734-1899

America's Great Revivals:
The Thrilling Story of Spiritual
Revival in the United States



Connection

NASCAR race
week at Texas
Motor Speedway
is coming
quickly, and
Texas Alliance
Raceway
Ministries team
members from churches of Denton
Baptist Association, along with
volunteers from several area counties
are looking forward to numerous
opportunities to serve the race fans
and share Christ with them.

NASCAR'’s Nationwide and Sprint Cup
Series competitors will be in town for
some great racing and for some
exciting activities. Fans will be treated
to some huge entertainment
opportunities as Big Hoss, the world’s
largest television screen will display all
the action, and Duck Commander will
sponsor the Sunday Sprint Cup Series
race.

In the midst of all the action, Team
TxARM will be sharing the gospel and
serving the fans in numerous ways.
Children’s

activities,

hospitality,

golf cart

rides for

those with

disabilities,

a coffee

bar, and
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other activities in three campground
locations will provide numerous
opportunities for conversations with
fans about their relationship with God.
Sunday morning worship in the
campgrounds and for the vendors will
provide a platform for sharing the
gospel in song and message. Also on
Sunday morning, a Racing with Faith
worship service will take place in the
speedway grandstands and will feature
members of the Robertson family from
Duck Dynasty/Duck Commander,
along with NASCAR personalities, who
will share their testimonies of faith in
Christ.

Please pray for the volunteers who will
be coming to share God'’s hope in
Christ during NASCAR race week.
And, if you or your church would like to
get involved, please contact Dr. Roger
Marsh at 940.367.4940, 817.255.6095
or roger@txarm.org. You can also
keep up with TXARM on Face book at
“Texas Alliance Raceway Ministries.”
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Jack Blease has retired as pastor at
Ridin’ for the Brand Cowboy
Church, Sanger.

Bruce Scofield has announced his
retirement as pastor at FBC, Hebron
which will be effective April 27.

Jim Markle , has resigned as Business
Administrator from FBC, Denton to
take a position at The Avenue Church,
Waxahachie.

If you have staff changes to include in
the newsletter please email to
rochelle@dentonbaptist.org.

April

7 Finance Committee 9:00 AM
DBA Office

9 Pastor’'s Lunch 11:45 AM
Angelina’s Mexican Rest.

15  Executive Board 11:45 AM
FBC, Denton

18 Good Friday
DBA CLOSED

24  Membership Committee  12:00 PM
DBA Office

30 Church Planter's Lunch 11:30 AM

Don Camilla’s Restaurant

The DBA Office will be
Closed
Friday, April 18
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Disaster Relief cont
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Oklahoma and helped with the
rebuilding of homes in the area.

Maybe you are inspired by these
stories and ready to volunteer with the
DBA Disaster Relief Team. More
volunteers are needed to meet the
demands. The first step in this process
is to go through the Yellow Cap
Training. The next training is this

month at Camp Copass. Background
checks are a new national requirement
for all Yellow Cap volunteers. Forms
will be completed at the Yellow Cap
Training and a payment of $10 will be
collected at the time of training. (check
or credit card)

To register for this training contact:
Judge Camp
jcamp460420@hotmail.com

/EXECUTIVE BOARD

Tuesday, April 15
11:45 AM - 1:15 PM

First Baptist Church
1100 Malone, Denton
Lunch: $8 per person

Please RSVP for lunch :
Rochelle: 940-498-5200
rochelle@dentonbaptist.org

Program:

Current and Coming Changes to
Denton County

Speaker: Bobbie Mitchell,
County Commissioner

North Central Texas Council of Govts.

~

Recognition of The Ecclesia
Church , Ron Pate, pastor as they
move to self-supporting status and full

membership of DBA /

Pastor’s Lunch
April9  11:45 AM

Angelina’s Mexican Restaurant

1406 N. Corinth St.
(in the same complex as the DBA office)

Please RSVP to Rochelle:
rochelle@dentonbaptist.org

Planter’s Lunch
April 30 11:30 AM

Don Camilla’s ltalian Restaurant
1406 N. Corinth St.

(in the same complex as the
DBA office)

Please RSVP to Rochelle:
rochelle@dentonbaptist.org.




