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Since the World Didn’t End

If you are reading this article, it
means that the world did not
end on December 21, 2012, as
some misinterpreted from an
ancient Mayan Calendar. Do
you need additional proof that
the world as we know it is still
operational? Consider that
there is still day and night; you
are still eating; oxygen is
entering your lungs; and your
children are still asking
questions that you can’t always
answer.

So if the world is still going on,
what does that mean for us?
Well, it means that those credit
card bills from Christmas still
have to be paid. The extra
pounds you put on from holiday
eating need to be lost. Your
boss still expects you to show
up on time for work. Oh yes, the
garbage still needs to be carried
out.

(Continued on page 2)
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- led by Verne Hargrave , PSK CPA Firm, Arlington

Staff and Church Taxes

The annual one-day Tax Seminar
is an excellent time to review tax
requirements for churches and
ministers. Verne Hargrave uses
his expertise to help churches and
small businesses avoid fraud and
maintain accounting and tax
compliance.

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

First Baptist Church
1901 Timbercreek Rd.
Flower Mound

Please make your reservation
by Friday, January 18 .

To register for this seminar
contact: Lora Thomas :
lora@dentonbaptist.org

or call 940-498-5200

New regulations will be highlighted
and old standards reviewed for
both churches and ministers. To
make it easier to stay for the entire
seminar, lunch will be offered
onsite. While the seminar and meal
are provided by the association, we
would appreciate your reservation
so that we will have enough
materials and food.
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(Continued from page 1)

On a more serious note, what does the
continuation of the world mean for the
church? If we approached this
question lightly, we would say that the
building payment must be made, VBS
workers need to be enlisted, and a
Valentine Banquet must be planned.
But if we approach the question with a
less flippant attitude, we might find that
our list takes on a more serious tone.

What the church needs to do in

2013:

1. Faithfully teach the Word of God
with primary emphasis on the
Gospel. Too many
believers
are unaware
or
marginally
illiterate when
it comes to
what the Bible says. The church
cannot stay in the shallow end of
the pool regarding discipleship.

2. Elevate the understanding of
worship by moving from an
emphasis on attending a regular
Sunday morning event on the
calendar to praising, honoring, and
responding to the one, true living
God.

3. Help believers develop
a genuine life of prayer
that brings them into a
regular conversation
with God.

4. Share the Gospel with all people —
from one’s own family and friends
to the ends of the earth.
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Clear the clutter out of the church’s
programs and ministries. A

large amount of

resources, time, and

money are

utilized

each year

by so-called ministries that
accomplish nothing in the
Kingdom. The evaluation question
to be asked of every ministry is
“How does this ministry positively
affect people in helping them grow
in their relationship to Jesus or
move them toward a relationship
with Him?”

Begin to look outside the church
for where God is at work and join
Him there. Jesus often sent His
disciples out into the community or
instructed His followers to go into
the world. Missions and community
ministries keep the church vital and
alive.

Utilize the increasing number of
ways to communicate both to
church

members and

h Social
to the _ Media
community.

Bulletins,

announcements, newsletters,
websites, emails, texts, phone
calls, social media, and plain old
stamped letters are just a sampling
of the ways that people receive
information today. Clear
communication helps build
stronger unity and fellowship in the
congregation.
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8. Cooperate with other churches and
groups of churches such as the
association to carry out ministry
and missions. Even when one
church could do the task, two or
three churches working together
remind us all that the Kingdom is
bigger than just one church.

9. Mend broken
relationships within
the church.
Jesus told us
specifically to
love one another just like He loves
us.

10. Give God the praise and credit for
all that He chooses to do through
your church in 2013. Too often we
keep that for ourselves rather than
glorifying the One who changes
lives.

Your list might be different than this list.
The foundational principle that we must
all realize and move toward is that the
role of the church is to faithfully serve
the God of creation, the God of
redemption, the God who sustains all
of life. May 2013 be the year when
churches embrace and carry out the
role God has entrusted to them.
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Most of our churches were
incorporated when they formed. This
involves completing the necessary
forms and submitting them to the
Texas Secretary of State. Once
processed, the Secretary of State
issues a Certificate of Incorporation. In
this process the church must designate
a President, Secretary, Treasurer, and
Directors of the corporation. Several
years ago the directors of the
association changed, so | went on line
at www.sos.state.tx.us to make the
necessary changes. | was surprised to
find that the secretary and treasurer
were also not up to date. Some of the

people listed were no longer living and
others had long since resigned their
office. The process was easy and cost
only $5.00.

In the course of a year, it is easy to
miss some of the things that happen in
the ministries of 85 churches that
compose the Denton Baptist
Association. While it would be
impossible to list all the things that took
place this past year and at the risk of
leaving out some, here is a sampling of
important “doings” in the life of
churches and the association.

FBC, Corinth , celebrated their
125" Anniversary.

New Hope, Cross Roads , broke
ground on a new multi-purpose
building; First Korean, Flower
Mound , broke ground on a new
worship center; FBC, Sanger
voted to remodel their worship
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It is important for churches to notify the
office of the Secretary of State of any
changes in the corporation including
the address of the corporation, names
and addresses of the directors and
officers, and a name change of the
church. One reason to make these
changes as they occur is that when the
Secretary of State corresponds with a
non-profit corporation they contact the
registered agent of record. If the wrong
person or address is listed the
correspondence is never received.

It's easy to get copies and/or change
the information listed in your church’s
Articles of Incorporation. If you need
help navigating the Secretary of State
website, please call Lora at the DBA
office lora@dentonbaptist.org or call
940-498-5200.

center; Freedom Fellowship,
Roanoke moved into their new
facility, and Pilgrim’s Way, Sanger
voted to build a new fellowship hall.
FBC, Aubrey , and Rock Hill,
Aubrey , voted to merge as First
Rock Church effective January 1,
2013.

Circle of Love Fellowship,

Aubrey , Church of Celebration
Metro, Savannah, Green Valley ,
Aubrey, and FBC, Tioga, joined
the association.

The Ecclesia, Frisco, and Cowboy
Church of Cooper Creek are new
church starts in the association.
Prestonwood, Plano , and FBC,
The Colony , withdrew from the
association.
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Kenneth Blake is no longer the
pastor at Westside, Lewisville.

Jan.

31-1 DBA CLOSED

9 Finance Committee 9:00 AM
DBA Office

9 Senior Pastor’s Lunch 11:45 AM
Angelina’s Restaurant

15 Executive Board 11:45 AM
Northview, Lewisville

21  MLK Day
DBA CLOSED

24  Tax Seminar 9:00 AM-
FBC Flower Mound 3:00 PM

28 Finance Committee 9:00 AM
DBA Office

30  Church Planter’'s Lunch 11:30 AM

Angelina’s Restaurant

McKinney St., Denton , merged
with GracePointe, Denton , using
the name GracePointe and meeting
at the McKinney St. facilities.
Executive Director Gary Loudermilk
announced his retirement for June
30, 2013.

Fundraising for the new UNT BSM
building is almost halfway to the
needed amount of $1.8 million.
Camp Copass had the largest
attendance of any Baptist
encampment in Texas during the
2011-2012 camp year.

Pray that each church in the
association will be blessed by the Lord
as they faithfully make positive
differences in the Kingdom in 2013.
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DBA Happenings

Tuesday - Jan. 15, 2013
11:45 AM - 1:00 PM

Northview Baptist Church
1981 Mill Street
Lewisville 75057

Lunch : $8.00 per person

Please Note:

The Search Committee for the
next Executive Director will be
announced at this meeting.
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.

Senior Pastor’'s Lunch
11:45 AM - 1:15 PM

January 9 - 11:45 AM
Angelina’s Mexican Restaurant, Corinth
(In Pinnell Square, near DBA office)

Church Planter’s Lunch
11:30 AM - 1:00 PM

January 30 - 11:30 AM
Angelina’s Mexican Restaurant, Corinth
(In Pinnell Square, near DBA office)

DBA Offices Closed
* % %

New Year's Day

December 24 - January 1 o
0

Martin Luther King Day
January 21 %

- Jack Zavada



